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Oakeshott, Zhuang-Tzu and “the Problem of China”
—On the Quotations from Zhuang-Tzu in Oakeshott’s Writings
Zhao Miao

2003.

Abstract: In his profound writings of political philosophy, Oakeshott cited the ancient classics of China

especially “Chuang Tzu” many times while he considered the pathology of modern western politics. This

article intends to discuss a few quotations from Zhuang-Tzu in Oakeshott’s writings, on one hand to un-

derstand Oakeshott and Chuang Tzu more thoroughly, on the other had, it is more important to help con-

front “the problem of China” in the context of modernity. Through analyzing current trends of domestic

political thoughts and backtracking the political tradition of China in the past, present and future, this ar-

ticle points out that a moderate and balanced “Chinese Way” is worth pursuing in mutual comparison and

interpretation between China and Western, or between tradition and modernity.

Key words: Oakeshott; Zhuang-Tzu; modernity; the problem of China
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