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French Revolution: Change, Structure and Discourse

—Taking The Old Regime and the Revolution as Center
Hu Yangyi

Abstract: To understand the French revolution in Tocgeville’s eyes, we should take a stand of
“timeliness” on the “continuity” to understand Tocqeville’s reform paradox; and to deconstruct his reform
paradox, we can use the basic perspective in the social movements research: Change-Structure-Discourse.
Social changes in the French society is in the instable transitional period, once the government’s effective-
ness declines, on the social psychology of relative deprivation will trigger a revolution; as for social struc-
ture, because of the centralism at the national level and the social class division at the social level and lac-
king the middle link between nation and society, it makes the society lose the control of revolution easily;
at the discourse level, it shows the legitimacy crisis in politic. The literati with little political experiences
controlled the ideological discourse in the power vacuum and their discourse helps to stir the outbreak of
the revolution. The transition of Chinese society are facing similar social status as the French revolution,
the rule of law construction of China to Chinese social governance provides a value standard, reduce the
risk of social control.

Key words: nation and society; social movements; French Revolution; The Old Regime and the Revolu-
tion
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