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On National Identity in the History of Currency in Tang Dynasty
Yang Xinmin

Abstract; Currency is not only a form of national identity, but also an important way to construct national
identity through the transmission of character information. In the early Tang Dynasty, government re-
forms of currency character promoted the propaganda efficiency of Kaiyuan Tongbao currency as a cultural
symbol. The successful model and experience was inherited and referred to by following regimes after the
decline and fall of Tang Dynasty. Although private minting was prevalent in the early Tang Dynasty, so-
cial recognition of the form and system of official currency and the circulation of it had been improved obvi-
ously. So the construction of the currency system in the early Tang Dynasty was basically successful. Be-
sides, social problems emerged after the issue of Qianyuan Chongbao showed that political power couldn’t
be regarded as the source of national identity, and influences of decline of Qianyuan currency showed that
it was infeasible to take national identity as the purpose of execution of political power.

Key words: Tang Dynasty; history of currency; national identity
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