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The Decrees and Regulations of Utopia: Ideological

Formulation of Ritual Records-System of King
Ma Fei
(School of Politics and Law, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, China)
Abstract: Reconstructed by Confucians in the Warring States period, the book Ritual Records-System of King pro-
vides a blueprint for the ideal political systems at that time. It inherits feasible political ideas from the past, and is
intended for future kings and emperors to refer to. Based on the preservation of the original feudal infrastructure, the
book aims further at improving the political, hierarchical, educational, judicial, and financial systems. This kind of
preservation and improvement, on the one hand, makes it possible for feudal manners to better adapt to social envi-
ronmental changes and become more practical ; on the other, it is also regarded as an ideal political pattern which is
capable of correcting mistakes in relative fields. This book, to some extent, did have an influence on the political
and social systems among Confucians. It is helpful for us to better apprehend the ideological and political origins in
ancient China via a politics perspective which gives the book a deserved status in China’s history of politics.
Key words: Ritual Records-System of King; Utopia; decrees and regulations; feudal infrastructure; political sys-

tem
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