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Conscience and “Good and Evil”
—Taking the “Four Sentence Teaching” of Wang Yangming as the Center

Yun Long
(School of Philosophy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: This paper considers that examining Yangming’s “four sentence teaching” though the discussion about

“good” and “evil” can reveal the essence of Yangming thought precisely. “Good” and “evil” of Yangming at the

root belongs to the conscience of the expansion of its inner rule. To get a reasonable understanding, Yangming’s

view of good and evil must be understood in the dynamics of human life existence and cannot be thought statically.

The good and evil relations are different from the “good” and “evil” behavior in reality. Every sentence of “Four

Sentence Teaching” completely reveals from different angles the life existence which express itself through the spe-

cific form of “doing good, avoiding evil” , which reveals that only in the way of “practicing intuitive knowledge”

can people resume to the true self.

Key words: intuitive knowledge; good and evil; Wang Yangming; the “four sentence teaching” ; life existence
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