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A Discussion on the Chastity of Chihli Province Women in the Ming Dynasty

GUO Hai-dong
( Department of Student Services, Anyang Institute of Technology, Anyang 455000, China)

Abstract: Two aspects needed to be considered to analyze the chastity of Chihli province women in the Ming Dy-

nasty. The commendation system rewards, ethics indoctrination, female teacher teaching and the views of the family

are external factors influencing women’s chastity. Affection among family members, the mother—child relationship

and the improved status of mothers in the Ming Dynasty are internal factors for women’s chastity. The union of these

two factors leads to the difficult choices of women to keep chaste. Eventually parenting children becomes their psy-

chological dependence in their miserable lives.

Key words: Ming dynasty; chaste widows; virtuous mothers; keep chaste
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