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From Philosophy to Political Philosophy

—A Study on the Foundation of Oakeshott’s Political Thought
ZHAO Miao
(The CPC Party School of Guizhou Provincial Committee, Guiyang 550028, China)
Abstract: Michael Oakeshott is known for his critique to modern rational politics, and his political thought is pri-
marily sprouted on the foundation on his first book Experience and its modes. In this book , Oakeshott intended to re-
veal the nature of philosophy and clearly define its mission, and from the perspective of an overall experience, he
focused on explaining the three empirical modes one by one. The core of his political thought is that while living in a
world of meaning, the task of a philosopher is to explain rather than change. Political philosophy is firstly philoso-
phy in essence. The air of philosophical reflections on the political world is not to find perfect methods and routes
that can reconstruct modern moral system and create a new “Utopia” , but merely to reduce and clarify the confu-
sion in modern politics and help people to get more appropriate understanding of the situation of modernity.
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