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The Aesthetic Contemplation of Borderland’s Spirit
—on AI Wu s Southbound Novels
LU Yi -xia
(School of Literature, Henan University, Kaifeng 475200, China)

Abstract: Six years of wandering life in the South is the most important writing deposits for Ai Wu. Pretty wild
and wonderful borderland is the source of his inspiration. Walking in the borderland, Ai Wu tasted the darkness
and hardships in the bottom of life. at the same time, he also enjoyed the generous gift of the borderland culture.
He put his pen extends to another heaven and earth that had been forgotten and obscured by contemporary litera-
ture, focused on the marginal people out of the trend of times. He opened a new aesthetic window for Chinese
modern literature. The borderland under his pen is not only crude, primitive, but also show the endless charm.
Key words: borderland; intrepid and passion; forthright and free; cultural ideal
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