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The Techniques and Humanity Ideal of the Primitivism in

SHEN Cong - wen’s Novels
WU Bei - bei
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The primitivism of SHEN Cong — wen's novels about the west of Hunan province is prominently reflected
in two aspects, which are the solutions to drama conflicts and the techniques of scenery descriptions. Drama con-
flicts are solved spontaneously, simply and straightforwardly, depending on irrational factors such as instinct and in-
tuition rather than morals and reasons. As a result, theses novels are heavily styled in a primary way. The most fre-
quently used technique of scenery descriptions in these novels is Xing. Xing is a technique close to primary mind,
expressing sensation and intuition directly. Numerous uses of Xing vividly describe the primary landscape of the
west of Hunan province. The primitivism of these novels is a kind of sub — cultural primitivism. SHEN Cong — wen
attempts to excavate a primary culture full of energy from the culture of west of Hunan province, which can bring
courage and power to the old China. The primitivism of these novels actually is the author’s ideal of humanity, and
the west of Hunan province is the author’s Utopia of humanity.

Key words: SHEN Cong — wen; novel about the west of Hunan Province; primitivism; irrationality; Xing
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