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On the Construction of Supervision Mechanism for Environmental Civil

Public Interest Litigation by Social Organizations
Chen Yang, Yan Zhao., Ye Zhanbei

Abstract: At present, the environmental civil public interest litigation filed by social organizations
in China presents a polarizing phenomenon: some large national environmental protection organizations
have filed a number of environmental civil public interest litigation cases with great nationwide influence,
which has effectively promoted the development of environmental civil public interest litigation system.
Meanwhile, some small-scale environmental protection organizations in China are also using environmental
civil public interest litigation for profit. China’s system of environmental civil public interest litigation by
social organizations has some problems, such as lack of supervision mechanism for social organizations’
litigation behavior, unclear judgment criteria for whether social organizations use public interest litigation for
profit, and unclear legal consequences for social organizations using public interest litigation for profit. In
response to these issues, it is necessary to construct a supervision system with procuratorial supervision at
its core, establish a mandatory support for prosecution system of procuratorial organs, clarify the criteria
for determining whether social organizations are using public interest litigation for profit, and improve the
penalty rules for social organizations engaging in illegal profit-making activities.

Keywords: social organizations; environmental civil public interest litigation; procuratorial supervision;

mandatory support for prosecution
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