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The Ecological Ethical Implications and Contemporary Value of

Confucianism Thought of “Consummating Oneself and the Nature”
Dong Jun, Li Mengjia

Abstract: As the highest moral ideal of Confucianism, “consummating oneself and the nature” is one of
the core elements of Confucian ethics and culture. The Confucian thought of “consummating
oneself and the nature” contains rich ecological wisdom and profound ethical concern. Its natural
value theory of “promoting the cultivation of all things”, ecological equality consciousness of
“extending oneself to others and all things” and moral practice requirement of “consummating
oneself and the nature” provides ideas for solving the contradiction between anthropocentrism and
non-anthropocentrism in the field of ecological ethics, and also provides important theoretical
resources for the realization of “two combinations”. Meanwhile, it gives practical inspiration for
building Chinese modernization of harmonious co-existence between human and nature, which has
extremely important theoretical and practical values.

Keywords: Confucianism; consummating oneself and the nature; ecological ethics; “two combinations”
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