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How Digital Transformation Promotes Social Equity and Justice in China?

An Empirical Test Based on Provincial Panel Data
Li Qiuyan, Yan Fen

Abstract: Based on the panel data of 31 provinces in China from 2000 to 2021, by the use of panel
data model, structural equation model, and multilevel linear model, this paper investigates the
influence mechanism of digital transformation on social equity and justice. The results show a
significant positive correlation between digital transformation and social equity and justice, with
the level of social and economic development playing a partial mediating role between the two and
industry characteristics, regional disparities, and institutional factors exerting a moderating effect
on them. It is obvious that digital transformation is not only a technological revolution, but also a
social revolution, which can provide new guidance and impetus for the realization of social equity and
justice. Accordingly, it is necessary to accelerate the comprehensive digital transformation, enhance the
efficiency of social resource allocation, improve the level and quality of social services, and enhance the
degree and ability of social participation of citizens.

Keywords: digital transformation; social equity and justice; panel data model; structural equation

model
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