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The Sound of Reading, Politics and Frogs:

The Auditory Narrative of Fus of Zuo Fu, a Changzhou Native
Liu Weisheng

Abstract: NianWanZhai Manuscripts contains four fus (a rhymed style of writing between
poetry and prose) of Zuo Fu. Zuo Fu wrote the sound of frogs, reading, rites and music; these
sounds may be noisy, or silent, or smooth, or harmonious, forming a sound landscape. The
auditory narrative theme of Zuo Fu’s fus centers on the Confucian tradition of Tao, learning and
politics. Fu of Frogs Singing and Fu of Listening to Books across the Fence emphasize the theme
of study from both the positive and negative sides; the rites and music related to farming
described in the Fu of Imitating Pan Yue's Ploughing is actually a political ceremony that
attaches importance to agriculture and respects the imperial power; through praising Yan Hui's
morality, Fu of GuiXinYiShan expounds the principle of flexibility and the way of silence.
Transforming the invisible sound events into the tangible visual associations relies not only on
narrative techniques, but also on the style of writing. Zuo Fu either used prose to describe the
rites and music of tilling the land, or combined prose style with poem style to chant and lament,
and used allusions and images to describe the soundscape. Zuo Fu’s Fus are both unique in theme
and healthy in content, and have high ideological level and artistic value.

Keywords:Zuo Fu; Fu; auditory narration; soundscape; Changzhou; Yanghu
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