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On the National Identity Imagination in Alice Munro’s Literary Works

from the Perspective of Space Narrative
Zhao Yuxia

Abstract; Canada’s colonial history determines the long process of the formation of its national
identity. From the colonial frontier exploration period, to the British Canada period, and then to
the establishment of the Canadian nation-state, Canadian national identity has been constantly
imagined and defined. As a carrier of national imagination, literature has always been a tool for
writers to imagine and construct their national identity. In Alice Munro’s literary world, national
identity is usually accompanied by the daily living space of Canadians. Through wilderness
writing, caves and “Munro town”, she constructed the Canadian national identities of the colonial
frontier exploration period in the 18" century, the prevalence of nationalism in 1960s and after its
receding, finally constructed the Canadian national identity from madness to narcissism and then

0

to “in-between”. On the one hand, such narrative style of representing the grand theme of
national identity through the writing of common daily living space illustrates Munro’s postmodern
narrative style; on the other hand, the “in-between” national identity provides different ethnic
groups some enlightenment for maintaining its unique ethnic identity and coexisting with other
groups in the background of globalization.

Keywords: Alice Munro; national identity; space narrative; liminal space
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