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On the Anti-Japanese War Folk Songs in Jiangsu Province

Wang Lin

Abstract: The Anti-Japanese War folk songs in Jiangsu are based on the melody of traditional folk
songs filled with Anti-Japanese War lyrics. In this process, there are Anti-Japanese War folk
songs which maintain the original melody and also songs with changed melody. They are rich in
various themes and genres, with a variety of themes reflecting multiple aspects of Anti-Japanese
War life and abundant genres showing different patterns of Anti-Japanese War music. The Anti-
Japanese War folk songs in Jiangsu add the Anti-Japanese War culture into tunes familiar to the
people, realizing the reshaping of traditional folk songs under special historical conditions;
meanwhile, the political symbols of the Anti-Japanese War are embedded into the folk songs.
Through folk song performance, political culture is reconstructed among the people and people’s
sense of revolutionary identity is strengthened.

Keywords: Jiangsu Province; Anti-Japanese War folk songs; writing lyrics; melody; musical form
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