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“Political Liberation” and “Rational State” .
On Hegel’s Modern State Theory from the Perspective of

Modern Political Philosophy
Li Yonggang

Abstract; Machiavelli firstly liberated the political world from the pursuit of classical virtue and
medieval sacredness, realized the autonomy of politics, and started the revolution of modern
political philosophy. The aim of this “political liberation” was to create a state in the sense of
modern civil society. Rousseau had insight into the inherent dilemma of political liberation,
namely, the contradiction between bourgeois and citizen, free individual and universal state.
Hegel used the universal “rational state” to reconcile the principle of substantiality in the classical
times and the principle of subjectivity in the modern civil society, and designed a set of rational
state system to ensure this unity. It was a set of rational political system with the constitutional
monarchy as its core and the unification of bureaucracy and hierarchical representative systems,
but this dialectical unity was abandoned by the development of the time. On the basis of “realistic
individual”, Karl Marx constructed “community of free individuals”, which fundamentally unifies
individuality and universality and is the cornerstone of the ideal institution for the future.

Keywords: political liberation; rational state; substantiality; subjectivity; community of free individuals

IR H BT : 2021-05-09; FEATAm%H . BRIS)

e 06 o



