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On the Identity and Tension of Marxism to

Natural Ecology and Social Ecology
Zong Haiyong

Abstract: Since the industrial society, the rapid development of human society has radically
destroyed the natural ecosystem, which also reflects the one-sided development view and cognitive
defects of anthropocentrism. Nature is a social category. In the face of the primacy, humanity and
dialectics of natural ecology, Marxism adheres to the harmonious unity of man and nature in
social ecology, and realizes the return of the Communist society to the all-round and free
development of mankind by criticizing the anti-ecological nature of capitalism. Marxism’s analysis
of the identity of natural ecology and social ecology lies in the recognition of the priority of natural
ecology, then the realization of human’s all-round and free development and the dialectical unity
of human, natural ecology and social ecology through mediation of the social practice of mankind,
the full regulation of the historical nature of capital and on the basis of the developed productive
forces. From the perspective of Xi Jinping thought on socialism with Chinese characteristics for a
new era, the “two mountains” theory of “lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets”
is based on Marxism doctrine, people-centered philosophy, and adheres to the ecological wisdom
of the harmonious co-existence of man, nature and society. China’s natural ecology and social
ecology are juxtaposed in the development of a community with a shared future for mankind,
which is the vivid practice of socialism with Chinese characteristics for a new era.

Keywords: Marxism; natural ecology; social ecology; harmonious development; “two mountains”

theory; people-centered
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