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The Critique, Disclosure and Prospect of

the Working Class Health Issue in Das Kapital
Chu Zhuyuan

Abstract: In Das Kapital, Marx took the working class health issue as an important starting
point to criticize the capitalist society, analyze the main contradictions of the capitalist society,
reveal the development law of the capitalist society, the law of the proletarian revolution and the
development law of human society. In the capitalist society, capitalists wantonly erode and devour
workers’ lives and health, forcing workers’ lives and health to deteriorate extremely for a long
time. In capitalist factories, workers commonly suffer from one or more diseases, and the
number, prevalence and mortality of the ill are rising. It is the sole mission of capitalists to do
everything possible and use all means to achieve capital increment. Unlimited occupation of
workers’ surplus labor forces workers to engage in excessive and harmful labor. The essence of
capitalist production process is a process in which workers’ lives and health are constantly eroded
and swallowed up. It is the secret of capitalist production development to sacrifice workers’ lives
and health for capital increment. Only by smashing the capitalist state machine and eliminating
the capitalist private ownership of the means of production, establishing the dictatorship of
proletariat and the socialist public ownership of the means of production, and constructing
socialism and realizing communism, can the working class fundamentally obtain human rights to
health, and human society truly form a health-for-all free man union. In Das Kapital, Marx’s
basic position, viewpoints and methods of the working class health issue, clearly marks the moral
commanding heights of fighting against the novel coronavirus epidemic, specifically instructs the
construction of Healthy China and the direction of the action, scientifically predicts the way to
build a community with a shared future for human health, and correctly suggests the analytical
position of non-public enterprises’ right to health.
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