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From Independence to Unity: The Strategic Change of the CPC in
Handling the Relationship between the KMT and the CPC

in the Early Stage
Liu Dayu, Zhang Xinyu

Abstract: At the beginning of the founding of the Communist Party of China (CPC), it adhered
to the stand of an independent political party. With the development of the situation and the
change of cognition, and influenced by the change of the attitudes of the Communist International
and the Kuomintang (KMT), by the first National Congress of the KMT in 1924, all the
members of the CPC had joined the KMT as individuals, realizing the first cooperation between
the KMT and the CPC. The realization of the cooperation between the KMT and the CPC was not
the CPC’s overall acceptance of the instructions of the Communist International, but under the
intervention of the Communist International, after many internal discussions and multi-party
consultations, the CPC gradually realized the necessity of the cooperation between the KMT and
the CPC, and its ideological transformation experienced a gradual process. The strategic change of
the CPC’s early handling of the relationship between the KMT and the CPC reflects the
continuous improvement of the early leaders’ self-cognition in practice, the independent judgment
made to achieve the revolutionary goal, and the initial embodiment of the ideological practice of
seeking truth from facts, which has made an important contribution to promoting the arrival of
the great revolution.

Keywords: the Communist Party of China; cooperation between the KMT and the CPC;

the Kuomintang
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