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On the Undertaking and Realization of the Legal Responsibilities of

Environmental Impact Assessment Institutions

Ruan lijuan, Lyu Xintong

Abstract; Effective implementation of EIA depends on whether the EIA agencies abide by laws,
thus strengthening the accountability for EIA agencies’ violations is conducive to their legal
evaluations. Due to the lack of legislation and the limitation of law enforcement, the Chinese EIA
agencies have not really assumed the legal responsibilities that match the illegal activities of EIA.
Therefore, the disclosure of their administrative penalty information should be highlighted,
applicable situations of administrative penalty should be refined, efficient supervision should be
precise and supervision methods should be innovated in order to implement the administrative
accountability for EIA agencies’ illegal evaluations. Effective linking mechanism between
environmental administrative law enforcement and criminal justice should be constructed to avoid
the tradition of replacing criminal penalty with punishment so as to realize the criminal
accountability for EIA agencies’ illegal evaluations. It is necessary to clarify the nature of joint
liability for tort and rationally set up the organizational form of EIA agencies to realize the tort
liability of their illegal evaluations.

Keywords: environmental impact assessment agencies; administrative accountability; criminal

penalty; joint liability for tort
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