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A Scholar-Bureaucrat from the South of Yangtze
River in the Whirlpool of Party Struggle and Village Judging

—A Case Study of Zheng Man in the Late Ming Dynasty
Li Yang

Abstract: Zheng Man was sentenced to death because he was accused of tempting his father to
tonsure, forcing his father to rod his mother by dishonest means, raping his daughter-in-law and
committing incest with his young sister. Through the combing and analysis of relevant historical
records, it is found that the accusation of Zheng Man is ill-founded. There are too many mistakes
about Zheng Man case in MingJiBeilLue compiled by Ji Liuqi. In fact, the main reason for Zheng
Man’s death is that he had little political experience and was caught in the whirlpool of party and
government struggle. Due to his many illegal behaviors in the hometown and arrogant
personality, village judging about him was always very terrible. He even received a lot of criticism
within Dong Lin party. The primary reasons for Zheng Man’s death were emperor Sizong’s head-
strongness and dislike of party struggle in the Ming Dynasty and he wanted to control Huang
Daozhou through this case to suppress scholar-bureaucrats’ behaviors of carefree talks about state
affairs, so the four charges were only excuses.

Keywords: Zheng Man; rod one’s mother; Wen Tiren; village judging; party struggle
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