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On the Expansion of Res Judicata Range in
the Civil Public Interest Litigation

—Taking Ecological Environmental Protection and Safeguarding Consumers’ Rights

Concerning Food and Drug Safety as Examples

Yan yungiu, Ji tianjiao

Abstract: The emergence and development of public interest litigation system in China provides
another “key” for ecological environmental protection and safeguarding consumers’ rights con-
cerning food and drug safety. Civil public interest litigation is different from traditional private in-
terest litigation in its litigation purpose and procedure. The expansion of res judicata range guar-
antees the realization of related private interest litigation right so as to promote the judicial effi-
ciency and peace. The present legal regulations and related researches lay a solid legal foundation
for the expansion of public interest litigation. The construction of the expansion of res judicata
range in the civil public interest litigation includes that the subjective scope of res judicata should
be expanded to other organs or organizations that have the right to initiate litigation; the objective
scope should be expanded to the reasons for adjudication, the pre-judicative effect of recognizing
facts in public interest litigation should be given; and the time scope based on the types of claims
should be relatively expanded.

Keywords: civil public interest litigation; res judicata range; expansion of range; ecological envi-

ronmental protection; food and drug safety
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