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The Separation of “the Savior” and “the Man

Who Diagnoses Citizen’s I1I-behaviors”
—the Comparison of the Enlightenment Logic between Liang

Qichao and Lu Xun from the Perspective of Expression
Wang Haihan

Abstract: Liang Qichao and Lu Xun’s two expressive strategies of “National Character” theory
imply two kinds of author’s identity consciousness in the opposite direction. The “horn” style of
critical writing embodies the elite consciousness of promoting the historical development by Liang
Qichao, who believed in the function of literature in the transformation of the world and tried to
take the initiative to shoulder the responsibility of giving prescriptions to cure the backwardness of
the “National Character”, thus having a transcendent “savior” attitude. The difficult problem of
the “iron house” makes Lu Xun deeply suspicious of the validity of the enlightenment. In re-
sponse, he deciphered the dilemma of enlightenment in a relative way to alleviate the conflict of
his inner tension, that is, to play the role of a man who diagnoses citizen’s ill-behaviors, and to
complete the transformation of his own position from “the savior” to the “the man who diagno-
ses”. In terms of expression, the principle of visualization is used to portray the soul of a nation.
Key words: Liang Qichao; Lu Xun; “the savior”; “the man who diagnoses citizen’s ill-behavior”;

expressive strategy; enlightenment
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