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Indecision and Making Difficulties: The Tongwen College

Dispute under the Perspective of Court Decision
Ye Deming

Abstract: The establishment of Astronomy and Mathematics schools in Tongwen College was a
major event of court decision in the late Qing dynasty. Due to the innate problem of the decision-
making system by holding court behind a screen, the opposition of dynasty resurgence ideas be-
tween the westernization group and the diehards, the establishment of Astronomy and Mathemat-
ics schools in Tongwen College was tortuous. The reasons are as follows: unsound decision-mak-
ing system, divergence from the existing system, lack of a powerful decision-making center in the
Qing government; the improper design of the enrollment scheme endangered the interests of the
diehards and became the focus of the argument; Yi Xin lacked the required quality of a think
tank; Ci Xi lacked the ability to analyze, control and decide the current situation, though as the
representative of the imperial power, she possessed the utmost decision-making power theoretical-
ly; Wo Ren lacked the handling ability and could not be trusted. Ultimately, both the westerniza-
tion group and the diehards did not gain any benefit from the debate. At the same time, the maj-
esty of the imperial power was damaged.

Key words: Tung-wen College; controversy; decision-making; indecision; making difficulties; Ci

Xi; Yi Xin; Wo Ren
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