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On the Soviet Origin of Qu Qiubai’s Ideas of Language Reform

Xue Rong, Li Dundong, Yang Xiaohui

Abstract: Qu Qiubai, one of the major leaders of Chinese Communist Party, is not only a great
Marxist, proletarian revolutionist, theorist, propagandist, but also an important language theo-
rist, language reform pioneer and practitioner in the modern history of China. Qu Qiubai’s ideas
of language reform were deeply influenced by the Soviet language reform and tinted with a strong
color of the Soviet Union. Qu Qiubai’s ideas of language reform can not be separated from the So-
viet linguist N. Marr and his theories of language superstructure and evolution as well as Soviet
Union’s national language policy.
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