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Reflections on Relationship between Western Paintings and Ideological

Evolution of the Painting Circle in the Early Republic of China
Xu Xiwen
Abstract: One significant feature of ideological evolution of the painting circle in the early Republic of Chi-
na is that traditional Chinese painting theories like “true figure” and “vivid tone” were replaced by western
expressions like “arts” and “realism”. Similarly, there emerged some artistic ideological trends like “fine
arts revolution”, “revival of Chinese painting” and modern art movement. This ideology lied in the theory
of good and bad about Chinese and western paintings, which was the main display of contradictions be-
tween Chinese and western cultures and also an important part of cultural competition. However, western
paintings were more prepared in the competition. Chinese paintings gradually realized the importance of
“argues”, so they unconsciously followed the western thinking mode. As a result, Chinese paintings lost
their foothold and with multi-level psychological stresses, they stepped into a radical track. With changes
of artistic innovation, the role of spreading western paintings transformed from western missionaries to
Chinese painters. The accumulated ankylosis formed between Chinese and western paintings. Finally, the
western ideology of the painting circle in the early Republic of China became a part of “Chinese paintings”.
Key words: western paintings; the painting circle in the early Republic of China; arts; realism; modern-

ism; ideological evolution
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