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Huaxia Centralism in the Governance of Ancient East Asian
Bao Yu

Abstract: Huaxia Centralism is deeply rooted in the ideologies of East Asian countries. Based on this, the
tributary system led by China had a great effect on political practices in Korea, Vietnam and Japan. Under
the influence of “Tianxia view” and other concepts such as hierarchy, China failed to form normal diplo-
matic relations, hindering the process of early modernization. However, nor did ancient China impose any
substantive obligations on small countries, except for respect. Her “ seeking harmony but not uniformity”
has certain instructive meaning for building a new international political and economic order.
Key words: east Asian regional governance; Huaxia Centralism; the difference between Chinese and bar-

barians; Confucianism; the tributary system

(R A . 2015-11-20; TefE4mdE. At de)

e 57
GBI \DZIO\D\AME 2\ 5 MR 2 M GERDN2016\% 1 ] KekE HERR . A5 WAl .2016—03—25



