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The Construction of the Ontological Category System from the Perspective of

Being and Non - being Debate
GAO Xin — min, XIONG Gui -
(Mind and Cognition Research Center, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: The ontological category system has to be constructed before the identification of the “inventory” of the
being. With the development of ontology, formal ontology is formed as a branch of it, with the task of reviewing of
the existing category system and discussing the construction methodology by use of the results and methods of logic.
A novel problem emerges with the furthering of the research on the non — being and debate of being and non — be-
ing, i. e. whether it is necessary to give them some position in the construction of ontological category system if the
object of non — being has its particular status as a “being” , as Meinongism puts it. If necessary, how to construct
it A qualified ontological category system should help people grasp the world as a whole more clearly and easily,
and keep the main existing categories at the same time. For example, the non — being should not be forgotten, but
accurately reflect the differences between the existences in substantiality; we can neither neglect the elementary
form of existence, nor add something without the status of being. According to these requirements, the article pres-
ents a new attempt to the construction of the ontological category system .

Key words: debate of being and non — being; category; category system; formal ontology
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