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The Social Security System and the Household Registration System .

Restriction and Promotion
LIU Lu - chan
(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: The Regulation of the People's Republic of China on the Household Regisiration System was issued in
1958, which has been the first rigid restriction of population migration since the foundation of China. Fifty years
later, this system is still working as one of the oldest institutions. With the deepening of reform and opening to the
outside, the social security system has been set up orderly all over China. However, conflicts arise between the so-
cial security system and the household registration system. The former divided the whole society into urban and ru-
ral parts, which makes it difficult to set up the unified urban — rural social security system, and at the same time,
the imperfectness of social security has restricted the reform of the household registration system. Therefore, the
household registration system should be reformed by eliminating silent benefits behind “access system” , taking in-
tegrated measures gradually, raising rural social security standards, narrowing the gap of social security between ur-
ban and rural areas and lifting household registration restriction orderly.

Key words: social security system; household registration system; urbanization
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